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" ABOUT US|

Anyone can be a member of the Post
Staff except maybe ISU's Dr. Hogan,All
you have to do is come to the meetings
and do one of the many different and
exciting tasks necessary for the
smooth operation of a paper like this.
You start work at nothing per hour,
and stay there. Everyone else is paid
the same. Ego gratification and good
karma are the fringe benefits.

Decisions are made collectively by
staff members at one of our regular
meetings. All workers have an equal
voice. The Post-Amerikan has no
editor or hierarchical structure, so
quit calling up here and asking who's
in charge. L
Anybody who reads this paper can tell
the type of stuff we print. All
worthwhile material is welcome. We

try to choose articles that are timely,

relevant, informative, and not avail-
able in other local media. We will
not print anything racist, sexist, or
ageist. :

Most of our material and inspiration
for material comes from the community.

We encourage you, the reader, to
become more than a reader.

We welcome all stories and tips for
stories, which you can mail- to our
office (the address is at the end of
this rap).

If You'd like to work on the Post and/
or come to meetings, call us. The
number is 828-7232. You can also
reach folks at 828-6885 or ask for
Andrea at 829-6223 during the day.

You can make bread hawking the Post--
15¢ a copy, except for the first 50
copies on which you make only 10¢ a
copy. Call us at 828-7232.

Mail, which we more than welcome,
should be sent to: The Post-Amerikan,
P.0. Box 3452, Bleomington, IL 61701.

(Be sure you tell us-if you don't want

your letter printed! Otherwise it's

likely to end up in our letters column.)
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Alcoholics Anonymous--828-5049

American Civil Liberties Union--452-4831

Clare House (Catholic Worker)--828-4035

Community for Social Action--452-4867

Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005

Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326

Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Social
Security Admin. )--829-9436

Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311

Gay Action/Awareness Union--828-6935

G ay National Educational Switchboard--
800-227-0888

HELP (Transportation for handicapped and sr.
citizens)--828-8301

Il. Lawyer Referral Service--800-252-8916

Kaleidoscope--828-7346

Lighthouse--828-1371

McLean County Health Dept. --829-3363

McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351

Men's Rap Group--828-6935

Mobile Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301

New

utility
regulations:
but don’t
get too
excited!
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National Health Care Services (abortion assist-
ance in Peoria)--691-9073

National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free)

Occupational Development Center--828-7324

PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--
827-4005

Parents Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH)

Planned Parenthood--827-8025

Post-Amerikan--828-7232

Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021

Project OZ--827-0377

Public Aid, McLean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621

Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH)

SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)--
438-7619

Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--823-6223

Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428

Tele Care--828-8301

Unemployment Compensation/Employment
Office--827-6237

United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046

Women's Switchboard--800-927-5404

On January 6th of this year, new
utility regulations went into effect.
Your utility company probably did
not send you a nccice of these new
rules because they benefit the
consumer more than the utility.

Don't get excited yet; they aren't
that great.

The most important new regulations
include:

-Utilities may not shut off heating .
service on any day when the weather
is predicted to fall below 20 degrees
during the next 24 hours.

-Utilities may not disconnect service
for up to 60 days if a resident is
seriously ill and properly notifies
the utility of the illness.

-Discontinuance notices must be
mailed to a third party previously
named by the customer if the customer
requests the privilege in writing.

-Service will no longer be shut off
after 2p.m. unless the service can

be restored the same day, including
holidays and weekends.

-For a service deposit, utilities
may not request more than one-sixth
of the total estimated annual bill,

Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit
The Joint, 215 N. Main
Medusa's Bookstore, 109 W. Front
The Back Porch, 402% N. Main
The Book Worm, 310% N. Main
South West Corner--Front § Main
Mr. Quick, Clinton at Washington
Downtown Postal Substation, Center
. and Monroe
Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit)
Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market
Harris' Market, 802 N. Morris
Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington
Biasi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main
Discount Den,*207 N. Main
U-I Grocery, 918 W. Market
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland
Bus Depot, 523 N. East
The Wash House, 609 N. Clinton
Bi-Rite, 203 E. Locust
Man-Ding-Go's, 312 S. Lee
Mel-0-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire
- J§B Silkscreening, 622 N. Main
Doug's Motorcycle, 1105 W. Washington
K-Mart, at parking lot exit
Small Changes Bookstore,® 409A N. Main
Lay-Z~J Saloon, 1401 W. Market
Pantagraph Building (in front)
Common Ground, 516 N. Main
North East Corner--Main § Washington

NORMAL

Oniversity Liquors, 706 W. Beaufort
Pat's Billiards, 1203 S. Main
Redbird IGA, 301 S. Main

Mother Murphy's, 111% North St.
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall

Eisner's, E. College (near sign)
Dlv1ny1 Madness, 115 North St.

Co-op Tapes § Records, 311 S. Main .

Bowling and Billiards Center,
I.S.U. Student Center

Baker's Dozen Donuts, 602 Kingsley

Cage, ISU Student Union

Midstate Truck Plaza, Route 51 North

Upper Cut, 1203% S. Main

- QUTTA TOEE tom

-EaIesburgu Under The Sun(”E Ma¢h|3t,
Monmouth: Head's Up . ] ek R e
Peoria: That Other Place, NE Adams
Decatur: Coop Tapes and Records,
1470 Pershing
' Springfields Spoon River Book Co- op
407 E. Adams
Urbana: Horizon Bookstore, 517 S
~ Goodwin

and the deposit can be paid over
three billing periods.

-If a portion of a bill is disputed,
the utility may not discontinue a
customer's service as long as the
customer pays all portions of the
bill not in dispute.

If you would like to see a copy of

the regulations, you can go to either
the Illinois Power Companies office *
and ask for Mr. Aman, or you can go to
Northern Ill. Gas company. All
utility company offices are supposed
to have a copy of the regulations,

and the public can look at them. |
The regulation's official title is
Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC)
General Order 172 (revised).

If you ever have any problems with
the utility companies, you can call
or write and send a formal complaint
to I1CC:
Illinois Commerce Commission
Office of the Secretary
427 E. Capital Ave.
Springfield, Illinois 62706
Phone number 217-782-2024

ICC is supposed to be looking out for
the consumer in utility cases, but
den't depend upon them too much.

Keep after them, and if you need to,
see an attorney.
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Pedestrians

People can't even cross the street without police
harassment these days, it seems. Dan Norris, a
local resident, attempted it Jan. 9, and ended up
spending 26 hours in jail, paying $200 bail, . and
getting charged with a felony--possession of a
"controlled substance, '' peyote.

Norris was crossing Madison Street between the

two friends. They crossed the street in the
middle of the block; the oncoming traffic was
stopped at a signal light. .

When the three pedestrians were half way across
the four-lane street, the signal changed, and two
oncomdng cars had to slow down to let them finish
crossing. Norris put out his arm and gestured
to the two oncoming vehicles in a humorous
manner, as if he were a traffic cop.

One of his friends says she may have made a
similar gesture; she doesn't remember. Norris
says that the drivers of both cars smiled good-
naturedly at the three, and let them safely cross
the street.

.The police officer who had just pulled out of the
People's Bank Drive-In (O'Farrell, Badge No.
0755) wasn't so amused to see this longhair aping
one of his kind. The cop addressed Norris with
his loudspeaker, saying, '"You! With the long
hair and the blue coat--meet me in that alley. "
The officer apparently didn't want to speak to
Norris's two friends, although they were walking
right beside him.

Vunder
Bug ™

beware!

Bloomington streets unsafe--
even in the middile

People's Bank parking lot and the Elks Club with’

Downs Import
Auto Service

the best foreign car
service in McLean County

Shaffer Dr., Downs

O'Farrell told Norris that you have to be officially
sanctioned by either the city, state, or county
government in order to direct traffic. Then he
told Norris that he oughtn't be out in the middle
of the street making a spectacle of himself. (Do
that in the privacy of your home, Norris!) He
finally told Norris that he was issuing him a
ticket for jay-walking. (Norris says there's an
official name for that particular crime, but he
doesn't know what it is as he never saw a copy
of the citation. )

O'Farrell asked Norris if he had $35 to pay his
fine. Norris didn't have any money at all, so the
cop said he was taking him to jail. Norris says
he had to yell out the window of the squad car in
order to tell his friends where he was being
taken. O'Farrell didn't seem to want to waste anv
time getting the hippie off the streets.

When Norris got to the Bloomington cop shop,
they searched him, and found a peyote button in
a small leather bag. Time to call in the
detectives! When they confirmed that the small,
dry, shriveled-up object was indeed peyote, they
seemed to forget about the $35 jay-walking
ticket and gleefully set about booking Norris on
possession of a controlled substance, which

could result in up to one year imprisonment if
he's convicted.

Norris was outraged by the charges and by the
treatment he received at the hands of the police.
He says that he hasn't consumed peyote in two
years, and that that particular peyote button has

The Illinois Attorney General's
Consumer Protection Division filed
suit Jan. 10 against the owners of the
Home Rentals Agency which operated

‘offices in Bloomington, Champaign,

Decatur and Belleville until last
fall.

The Bloomington office has been the
subject of a series of Post-Amerikan
stories since August. Twelve

378-4321
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of day

religious significance to him. He compares it

to a cross or a rosary, and is offended by the
fact that the police refuse to recognize a religion
that is outside the Amerikan cultural mainstream.
According to the law, a persom must be at least
51% Native American in order to legally possess
peyote.

After being shuffled from city jail to county jail,
from cell to cell to holding cell, after enduring
lousy conditions and even worse food, Norris
went to his arraignment and discovered that he
was only being charged with possession of the
controlled substance.

The original reason he was pulled jnto jail, the
jay-walking ticket, was shoveled under the
bureaucratic rug. Why keep him locked up for

g few hours when they could put him away for a
whole year? And once they have him, who cares
why ?

The fact remains that Norris was singled out for a
jay-walking ticket, although he was flanked by

two friends crossing the street at the same place.
He was searched and busted and jailed and fed
practically nothing but white sugar, white flour,
and meat products. So think twice before you
walk out on the street. If you're even a little
strange, who knows what might happen to you? e

-~Amanda Ziller

Attorney General sues Home Rentals

straight days of picketing and
leafletting forced the Bloomington
office to close for 9 days in
September. After briefly re-opening,
the office closed permanently.
Offices in other cities closed
shortly thereafter.

Last issue, the Post-Amerikan
reported that Home Rentals owners
Jack Walton and Brett Walton had
ignored a subpoena to appear at a
hearing in Springfield.

Attorney General Scott's suit charged
that Home Rental's owners Jack Walton,
Brett Walton, and Joyce Williams
violated two Illinois laws: the
I1linois Uniform Deceptive Trade
Practices Act and the Illinois !
Consumer Fraud and Deceptive

Business Practices Act.

Home Rentals charged people a $40 fee
for providing listings of property
available for rent.

The complaint says that the Waltons
misrepresented the availability of
apartments and houses which they had
listed.

The suit also charged that Home
Rentals misrepresented the source of
their listings. (Most of their
listings came from newspaper ads
available to the general public.)

The suit also charged that-Home
Rentals misled customers into
believing that Home Rentals had
agreements with landlords about
listing rental property exclusively
with Home Rentals when those
agreements did not exist.

The suit asks for $50,000 for each
violation of the law, plus restitution
to customers who were ripped off.

Unfortunately, the suit may never
come to court--no one knows where the
owners of Home Rentals have fled to.

News of the Attorney General's suit
was carried by the Daily Pantagraph,
finally ending a five month news
blackout on the Home Rentals issue. ®
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Telecable owes

For 2 1/2 months I've been paying for the
privilege of watching the Christian Broadcasting
Network-- and yet I couldn't watch it if [ wanted
to.

You're in the same boat yourself, if you subscribe
to TeleCable of Bloomington-Normal.

Starting Nov. 1, the cable TV company increased
its fee $1 a month and was supposed to add about
250 hours of new programming a week.

Most of the new programs are terrible-- sports
from Atlanta, sports from New York, Christians
from everywhere-- programs so-terrible that it's
almost worth it to pay TeleCable not to show them.

Which is basically what you did from Nov. 1 until
mid-January.

Since TeleCable couldn't get a crucial part for its
fancy satellite delivery system, the new
programming could not be shown.

TeleCable says that only 30¢ of the $1 rate
increase was to pay for the new programming,

you
75

cents

and the rest was to go for plant maintenance and
expansion and to increase owners' profits.

Yet even at 30¢ per subscriber-- or 75¢ for the
whole 2 1/2 months-- TeleCable made several
thousand dollars for not showing the promised
programs.

Obviously, TeleCable ought to refund at least 75¢
to each of its subscribers-- but the cable TV

Where’s the 70 grand going, Dick?

Mayor Richard Buchanan has some
unusual plans for the $275,000
federal revenue sharing budget.

The money usually goes to human
service organizations like day-care
centers, mental health services,
and legal aid for the poor.

Buchanan wants to use some of the
money this year to pay Bloomington's
subsidy of the transit system. Last
year, Bloomington's share of the
cost of running the buses was
$68,449.

Bloomington will pay its share of
the subsidy for the buses, no

matter whether Buchanan gets to use
I the federal revenue sharing money

or not. So if the federal money
does go to the stransit system,
$70,000 or so of city money will be
freed up for some other purpose.

But what? We don't argue that the
transit system isn't a valuable
human service. If the city spends
the $70,000 on it, that's fine.
But if the city saves the $70,000
by using federal money instead of
its own, it seems only fair for
Buchanan to guarantee that the
city will use that savings for
other human services. And we don't
mean putting new sidewalks down in
front of mansions on the far east
side. ®

--Phoebe Caulfield

Great Speckled Bird/epf

company ain't likely to do that voluntarily.

TeleCable is a monopoly, much like the telephone

company. It must have its rates approved by the
B-N city councils, and in return it has no
competition. Otherwise, there is not really any
effective way to control what TeleCable does.

The cable TV company also has a very attractive
product since it can provide more channels and
(sometimes) better reception than you can get
with an antenna. In fact, most apartment
dwellers have no choice but to subscribe to
TeleCable if they want to watch TV-- because
landlords have stopped buying antennas.

Like all monopolies, TeleCable tends to be, shall
we say, rather insensitive to the wishes of the
people who buy its products. For instance, did
TeleCable ask you or me if we wanted to pay 30¢
a month for the Christian Broadcasting Network ?

Hardly. The Christians and the sports were
dredged up to help TeleCable justify its rate
increase. The Christians and the sports were
meant to impress the city council members.

The city councils did approve a rate increase, so
the Christians and the sports did their job. It
doesn't matter if you ever see them, or want
them. Just so you pay for them. ®

--Quark

Feminist, Young People’s, and Gay

Books - Books on Health Care,

Politics, Working, Food, and Solar |
Energy - Lots of science fiction/fantasy -

Arts, Crafts, How-to - Inspiring Posters -

Free Stuff - Magazines -~ Womyn's

Albums

o, ILL.
829-0223 |
10-5.30 Mon~Sat,

HO9A N. MNAIN

sLooMINGT

- Library - 25¢ Used Books
and MORE

NON-PROFIT

ALTERNATIVE
BOOKSTORE
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THE NURSING HOME (NDUSTRY IN AMERICA (S A MULTI-BILLION DOLLAR BUSINESS, DFFERING
©% PROFIT FORTHE CLEVER INVESTOR, THREE QUARTERS OF THAT MONEY COMES FROM TRXES,
DISHED OUT BY GOVERNMENT RGENCIES CONTRCLLED BY THE HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY. FRAUD,
K\CK BHCK BR\BES FlHD SUE!.STHNDRRD CnRe ﬁﬁom'mf—: PROFIT MARGIN. HELPLESS, BETRAYED

PEOQL
ENTER THE HOMES.

GlJl

‘D10 You REMEMBER | FIRE
TO THIN THE STEW WITH EXIT
CAT FOUD? :

Nl

E VICTMS— UP

lr

IN

!l

WATER! PLEHSE
WATER ) |

\. A FAVORABLE REPORT.

DO NOT REQUIRE NURSING CRARE WHEN THEY

ALMOST ALL DIE THERE ( pATA %6 TENDER LOVING GREED, MARY IMEXDELSON “14 )

1’N

UEARS

EVERYTHING SEEMS To B
ORDER HERE~— TLL SEND I

[

YOUR CHECK IS 1N’
THE MAIL, DOCTOR. B

THIS ONE GETS A SECOND
BLANKET—HER NEPHEWS COMING :
THROUGH WITH DONATIONS.... S

TEANN l‘\l(DﬂPl’«‘_

YES, MY NAME 1S JOHN Hussms AND
T'M A YETERANOF THE GREAT WAR. WHO
ARE YOU AND WHAT DO YOU WANT WiTH ME 7

CONMAN AND NURSING HOME OPERATOR EUGENE.
WODDS AND HIS BROTHER BULLIED THE OLD MAN
AND FORCED HIM OUT OF WIS RIDMING HOUSE.

YOu COME WITH US OR
WE'LL TURN YoU IN FOR
FALSIFYING YOUR
% RELIEF CLAIM T

mﬂme

FOR FRAUD, BUPDY /

BUF I DON'T
UNDERSTAND

to destroy Post-Amerikan:

On Monday Dec. 25, 1978, everybody
who' works on the Post-Amerikan--
gome 500 souls--gathered together
in the Calvary Grace Baptist Church.

We couldn't decide whether to give
‘thanks for the fact that Planned
Parenthood of McLean County is going
“to get its money after all or
whether to ‘do a ‘Sinclair Lewis
number and defy God to strike us all
dead.

The faithful will already know that
the Post ran a story last issue that
told the tale of how various God
Marauders, right wingers, and rich
bankers' sons ma@naged to get the
Mid-Illinois Area Health Planning
Corporation (MIAHPCo) to recommend
against giving $115,300 to Planned
Parenthood.

IT WAS A COLD WINTER DAY IN CLEVELAND,

AND THEY DRAGGED TOHN HUGGINS OUT
IN HIS STOCKING FEET.

PROCEEDED TO CLEAN HIM OUT.

* WHERE ARE YOU

ONCE THE OLD VET WAS SAFELY DRUGGED |
AND SETTLED IN THE “NORRWOOD
CHRISTIAN REST HOME® CONMAN WOODS

: NOW, ANGELA , DARLING
7 You JUST GET HUG !NSTO

SIGN THIS—AND WERE ©

, OUR WAY O THE BP\NK!
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¥ s cuy wooDs
IS AFTER ME, T TELL YOU,
DOCTOR |

CLEARLY A
.| CASE OF RACIAL SUSPICION
ma  AND JEALOUSY. ¥ :

TAKING MET T DON'T
UNDERSTAND /
/'_'

f
l ”l ,JJ 'l hql ({l “.‘ 'l.‘)]);/

)‘f -

—= ]

Q@ InARSN KA RN RUOAHL 16 -

WCDDS AND HIS GIRLFRIEND TOOK JOHN HUGGINS
FOR ALL HE HAD IN SAVINGS AND PENSIONS— |-
CLOSE TO THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.

MEANWHILE .

WITH AN
. THE pP\TiENTS {

LETS CHECK DOWN AT W
SOLDIERS RELIEF AND SEE

. MARY BURROWS,AN OUT- OF -
WORK STENOGRAPHER, WAS SENT TO WORK
_FOR WOODS BY_THE WELFARE DEPARTMENT,

YoU WANT ME TO ENDORSE
THESE SOCIAL SECURITY CHECKS
X% MR.WOODS ? BU
THEY'RE._ MADE OUT %"

SHE wAS COMMITTED WITHOUT LEGAL
COUNSEL AND HELD NINETY DAVYS...

* A QUOTE PROM THE, ACTUAL PSCHIATRIST REPORT

THEN MARY BURROWS WAS RELEASED,
WITHOUT TREATMENT OR' EXPLN\JP\TlON

GET YOUR CLOTHES AND
GET OUT OF HERE ~FAST |

T

ESnaney ANk Buode v

[ BUT IT WAS NO LONGER POSSIBLE
TO TESTIFY AGAINST WCODS IN

P | oK, AFTER 90 'DAVYS
“INSANITY” GOES ON YOUR ¥
RECORD! YOUR TESTIMONY K&

WOULD BE THROWN OUT 4
E OF CQURT !/

=

\F THEY GOT ANY MORE HOT TIPS..

MARY BURROWS QUIT HER JOB WITH WaODS
AND WROTE A PLEA T0 OHIOS GOVERNOR LASALLE.

STATE MENTAL HOSPITAL.

AND THEY USE

A FEW DAYS LATER ,TWO POLICEMEN SHOWED
UP AND DROVE MARY BURROWS TO THE

FOR HER

['T WAS TGO LATE TO HELP JOAN
COURT,

HUGGINS ANYWAY~HE DIED WORN
OUT BY POVERTY AND DESPAIR.

EUGENE Wa@Ds LEFT THE STATE
AND STARTED NEW BUSINESS
. VENTURES IN LOUISMNNﬁ 1“4—-

GUNS AND NARCOTICS.

. PLEASE ; SOME BODY
GOT To HELP THESE o)
PCOR OLD PEOPLE.

]

The God Marauders had accused PP of -~
failing to teach abstinence and of
failing to dispense:propaganda in
favor of the nuclear.family.

The God Marauders' .campaign had
included veiled threats by the. -
Bishop of Peoria, diatribes against
free-loading students, and speeches
-that expressed the feéar that some

- women might be able:to gain control
of their own bodies instead of being
God-fearing baby factories.. Most of
~the God Marauders admitted in public
that they were disgusted by the pos-
sibility that some people, somewhere
might actually enjoy sex. ;

The East Central Illinois Health
Systems Agency headed off this
religious-inspired reign of terror.
by voting 11-4 on Dec. 22 to recom-
mend that Planned Parenthood receive

JUST A TYPICAL -
PP\RANO'.D SAM .

| I3

NOW DONT You WORRY
ABOUT EXTRADITION OR THE
- FBI NONE—WE GOT T ALL
IN OUR POCKET, .

{ REPLIED ‘THERE’s

THE CRIMES AGAINST
®LD PEOPLE CONTINUE,
DECEMBER, (976,
S.F. EXAMINER:
“A NURSING HOME
OPERATOR ACCUSED OF
"HORRENDOUS? AND
‘DEPRAVED' CONDITIONS

REMEMBER | VouRe
NOT GETTING ANY
YOUNGER, ‘{OURSELF’

g

&

the federal and state tax funds.
The money means that PP will be able
to go on providing low-cost medical-

“and birth control services to women

+in Bloomington-Normal, Pontiac,

- Lincoln, and LaSalle County.

Sinclair Lewis fans will already
know that their hero stoqd up in

a Kansas City -chu¥rch on 'April 22,
1926, and called on God to strike
him dead. Although ministers. who.
hadn't even read Lewis' books had
been demanding for several years
that God do exactly that, Lewis
lived until 1951.

Well anyway--back to the Calvary
Grace Baptist Church and . the dilem-

“ma of the Post-Amerikan workers.

. \ X

The discussion lasted nearly three
hours and centered on the questiodn
of which action would be most like-

Planned Parenthood gets money

ly to get the best media attention.

In the end, someone pointed out
that Dec. 25 was in fact a little-
_known Christian holiday ealled
Christmas. :This being the case,
we decided that the media would be
most interested in theé action that
was most dlrectly tled to a relig-
ious issue. —

hn,hour later we decided to tall on
God to strike us all dead, but
nothing happened.

Later still, we learned from a
United Press International report-

, er that God had been so absorbed in
his new Five Thousand TV Games In
One that He didn't hear our chal-
lenge. As this Post went to press,
we were still unable to discover
_exactly which game it was that God
had been playlng °
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all that glitters is polyester

It's hard to tell if Kramer is
attacking the excesses of gay ]
behavior or compiling them. Sometimes
‘the writing style is funny, but the
whole thing is tedious and overdone.

5. Six of One is by Rita Mae Brown.
I haven't read it, but those who have
wonder what happened to the clever
lesbian who wrote Rubyfruit Jungle,

If you skip the above novels, you'll
have plenty of time to spend with
three books that handle gay characters
and gay themes with intelligence,
depth, and honesty.

First there's Marge Piercy's new
novel. Actually it isn't all that
new-- it was released a year ago but
received little attention or
promotion.

The High Cost of Living is a
sophisticated, carefully constructed
portrayal of three misfits whose
interactions with one another are
sabotaged: by the social forces that
prohibit individuality and condemn
unconventional sexuality.

Leslie, the central character, is a
lesbian graduate .student; Bernie is
a gay man and a former juvenile
delinquent. Their pursuit of Honor,
a flirtatious but intriguing high
school senior, involves them in a
sexual minuet which has devastating
results. ]

High Cost isn't as thorough and deeply
felt as Small Changes was, but the
treatment of the trio of antiheroes

is vivid and compassionate. These

are people whose problems and person-
alities will both touch and disturb
you.

The story is set in Detroit, which

is about ‘as far from Fire Island as
you can get, and the realism of the
setting marks the entire presentation.
Ther®eare very few false moves--
Marge Piercy doesn't waste time with
glittering surfaces.

-Like The High Cost of Living, May
Sarton's A Reckoning is much more
than just a "gay novel."” At first
it appears to be about dying. But
it's also about the inner life and
passions® of a woman whose most
intense feelings have been for other
women.

The heroine is a 50-year-old widow,
Laura Spelman, who is told that she
has inoperable lung cancer. This
grim situation is saved by Laura's
toughness: unafraid of death, she
wants to "do it well" her own way.

Determined to make "a reckoning" of
her 1life, Laura attempts to seek out
the "real connections” in her

relationships.
in the future is in a young lesbian
writer, whose first novel Laura was
responsible for as an editor.

The closeness between these two women
is the first in a series of emotional
explorations that make this book a
good deal more pesitive and uplifting
than its subject matter might lead
you to expeet.

Laura recalls her dead husband only
fleetingly; her thoughts are dominated
by women-- her mother, her sisters,
her youthful schoolmate Ella. Laura
feels that her friendship with Ella
was "the most important thing that
eve> happened" to her. And when Ella
appears at her deathbed, Laura tells
her: "This whole journey towards
death has been in a way a joining my
myself up with women, with all women."

Sarton writes so scnsitively and
sensibly about diificult subjects
that you come away from A Reckoning
with a surprising sense of triumph.
The author convinces you that facing
life honestly is the only way -to do
it

Her only real interest

Finally, if you haven't read
Christopher Isherwood's A Single Man,
you should, now that it's finally been
reissued in paperback.

Written in 1964, A Single Man traces
one day in the life of George, a 58-
year-old professor who is very aware
of age, death, prejudice, inconsist-
ency, and meanness-- especially in
his own life and character. George
is also contentedly gay, witty and
tender, and undefeated.

In the course of the day George
relives in agony the death of his
lover Jim, and finds an hour of
undemanding happiness talking and

dining with a plump and lonely woman;
gives an excited lecture to an
unappreciative class, and reads
Ruskin to help his bowels; dreams of
wild and comic revenges on land-
developers, heterosexuals, and =
senators; goes for a midnight swim
with a student; drives along
California highways, argues, loses
his temper, hates, forgives; and
sleeps again.

George's gayness remains understated
and unsensational. He admires the
bodies of two tennis players, talks
of love and minorities to his class,
copes with the seductive young man

he goes swimming with (but who cuts
oup rather than spend the night), and
drifts off to sleep after fantasizing
about the tennis players having sex
with each other. Most of all, Jim

is always present in George's mind.

Isherwood presents-all of this with
sugh smoothness and polish that you'l
glide right through to the end of the
brief narrative a lot sooner than you
want to get there.

[

Like Piercy and Sarton, Isherwood’
proves that the secret to writing
apout gay people is to remember that,
first of all, we are human beings.
Being gay may be the most important
single fact about a person, but it's
not the only fact.

Isherwood, Sarton, and Piercy under-
stand that gayness is a part of

everyday existence and is best deglt
with'in the fullness of its contéxt.

--Ferdydurke

o

VALESSE

Cycle Shop

Storewide sale
now thru Feb. 17!

College & Linden
Normal lllinois

All bikes
10% -20% off!

Layaway a bike
for spring.

Telephone

454-1541
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I had the opportunity to speak with one
of our illustrious state legislators
late last summer, and I asked him when
he would move to have pot legalized.

He glared at me rather harshly and
said the only way pot would be legal
would be for medicinal purposes.

Well, our boys and girls in the house
and senate, besides voting themselves
an $8,000 a year raise, have voted to
make it legal to use pot for certain
medical reasons.

It seems that pot reduces pressure in
the eyeballs of people who have glau-
coma and that the Federal government
has available "capsules or eyedrops
containing derivatives of THC." The
drug is illegal in most parts of the
U.S. now, though, so the doctors will
have to go through piles of paper-
work and present the case to a panel
in order to prescribe pot to some
patient who has glaucoma.

R R T . T T T T T B T T T T T T

Anita “bombs”
- that’s show biz

Utica, N.Y. - Arnita Bryant sang "Battle
Hymn of the Republic" and the crowd
cheered. However, the biggest crowd

where 500 local Gay activists marched
and heard speeches at a Human Rights
rally. Bryant drew what one local
reporter called: "a pitiful sight" of
178 supporters in an'auditorium that
seats 6,000. :

Singer Bryant, whose fee is close to
$7,000, was well received by the small
band of people around the stage, but

the echoes through the empty arena

were deafening. Even more telling to
the sponsors of the event, The Northeast
Regional Right-to-Life Congress, was

the $12,000 financial loss. -

was outside the Utica Memorial Auditorium

None of the doctors knows why THC
works to reduce pressure in the eye,
and they are proposing that a study
be done where some patients will
receive pot and others will get
placebos. I would be in this study
if they asked me real nice and prom-
ised to let me take the mari juana
and not the placebo. They don't
have to do the study anyway; every-
one knows that pot reduces pressure
all over the head--in fact, all over
the body. We won't tell them, though,
because I still want to be in that
study.

I wonder what it'll be like when all
the docs run up against the mountain
of paperwork to get the stuff they
need to treat their patients. If
their dealings with the.government
are at all like mine, when they have
to fill out 25 different forms and
have to talk to ominous-looking
clerks and bosses, I believe they'll
be on the streets in a day looking

T U

Hit that mother

Veteran TV game show producer Ralph

1u\auu\nuunmunaunnau‘umu‘unu‘n--\l.
e
Andrews is reportedly getting ready to Ch|nese c0ke AKX KSR

premier a new game show titled Hit
That Mother. Andrews reports that

each week , three well-known mothers-
in-law will be roasted, insulteq, and
humiliated, with the survivor, if there

is one, receiving gifts and honors.

Andrews tells Daily Variety newspaper
that the sons-in-law and the daughters-

in-law will ‘do the roasting. The

producer insists that Hit That Mother

will be in better taste than such
programs as The Gong Show.

]
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Pot for medicinal purposes

for ounces and quarter-pounds. Of
course, they'll put it in little
bottles and cail it marajobyzene
and sell it-for $10 a gram, but who
doesn't know that?

The most important thing, as I see

it, is the impact this new use could
have on the black market. When the
drug comes out, people will have to

be able to get it, so it'll have to

be somewhere. Now everyone knows

that cocaine, codeine, ups and downs
are all illegal, but they are always
around for consumption. As socn as
the highly refined THC comes to the
market, someone will steal it and
there is a possibility that it will

be sold to your drug-buying collec-
tive, and everyone's eye pressure will
be reduced. =

sales fizzle

After winning the right to distribute
their product in mainland China, the

when their intensive promotional
campaign fizzled.

Coke was adding very little life to

finally reviewed their promotional
campaign to sec what had gone wrong.

the People's Republic, and the bottlersh

What they learned was that '"Coca
Cola," when literally translated into
Chinese pictograms, had -only two
possible meanings: '"Female horse
fattened with wax," or '"Bite the

wax tadpole."

-

|

executives at Coca Cola werc concerned
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Several months ago I received a
notice from my local bank that they
had a new policy on checking
accounts--either I kept at least
$100.00 in my account at all times,
or they would charge me $4.09/month,
Outraged, I started looking into
other banks in Bloomington-Normal,
only to discover that they were.all
instituting minimum balance polices
for ckecking accounts-some even
steeper then my btank's (see list
of banks' charges accompanying this
article for details).

Now, I admit that I have trouble
understanding the slimy workings of
capitalist money-mongering minds,
but I can recognize rot when I smell
it. And when the various banks.use
phrases like "we are pleased to
introduce a new personal banking
service" and "in order to

maintain the quality standards of
our checking account service..."

to tell me they're going to start
charging me, my nostrils pick up a
nasty stink.’

In order to understand this latest
banking maneuver I talked to an
employee of the Corn Belt Bank, who
gave me most of the information A
that follows.

A major way that banks make profit
is from interest charged on loans.
In order to give cut loans banks
must have a dependable_ source of
money, that is money they can count
on staying in the bank for a period
of time. Savings accounts and
certificates of deposit provide
such a source since there are
regulations governing the with-
drawal of money from these accounts.
The drawback for the banks is that
they have to pay interest out on
this money. -

L
3 - i ’
e | ; :
- i

et

TE n
- il
. E:
E-
i

h._____-‘ =

/» -

Money put in checking accounts is

not as dependable a source for loans
since it can be withdrawn freely. As
a matter of fact banks don't count

on much profit from checking account
departments. Banks offer checking
accounts hoping people will also have
their savings account with them.

Because of inflation people don't
have as much money left over at the
end of the month to put into savings
accounts these days, which means
their profits are lower--an
intolerable situation for tapitalist
money-mongorers. So, setting their
slimy minds to work, they came up
with the Minimum Balance Checking
Account. This clever plan has two

‘major points. '

_The first point Is that if you didn't

‘maintain a minimum balance in your
checking account you must pay a
service charge. The advantages for
most banks are many. This increases
the dependability (read loan-ability)
of checking account money. It also
offsets the cost of a checking !
account by charging a fee if the
balance drops below the minimum.

And lastly, the banks cut down on
their savings account interest paid
cut, for if you have a limited
amount of money you are "encouraged"
to put it in your checking account
to avoid the charg=:. Before, part
of the money wouid have gone into
your savings account.

The second point to the plan is that
if you have both a savings and a
checking account in the same bank
ind if you have a large enough sum
«of monev in your savings, y2u are

Minimum charge

for checking accounts

exempted from the checking account
service charge. The banks are trying
to lure people to keep their savings
with them, so they can increase
their money for loans.

You may have figured out by now
who's getting the short end of the
deal with this new scheme. It isn't
the bank, it isn't the rich folks--
it's those of us with little money.

If you live from check to check like
me, this is how this new policy can
affect you:

--You will be paying a larger per-
centage of your deposited money (in
checking and/or savings) for bank
services than will people with more
money.

--You will probably end up keeping
less money in your savings account
in order to meet the checking

account minimum and so, lose interest
money.

~~You may have to close your checking
account and revert to cash.

--You may bounce more checks than
usual when the new policy first
goes into effect, until you
remember to subtract the service
charge when you dip below the
minimum balance.

Lest the glimy words of the
capitalist money mongers convince
you that they have no alternative
but to institute this new policy, I
present here three alternative
policies for them. Banks could
accept a lower percentage of

profit. Banks could refuse to
increase the pay of their officers
(note: the service charge policy
will not be used to increase the
pay of the banks' employees). Banks
could set up a service charge system
whereby customers paid a percentage
of their monthly average balance--
so everybody would be charged the
same percentage for services.

But banks won't do this because it
would scare off large investors

who would have to pay more than they
do now (which can be zero). ¢

--Riverfinger .

- Specializing in custom Jeatherwork -

We can turn an idea into a reality.
Stop by and see our leather products
on display or talk to Noel or Bonnie
about that idea you’ve had.

*Coats *Vests

= Hats

*Coat repairs

We’re located at:

123 L. Beaufort, Normal

*Wallets

uBY LIaWy -1504

*qad

6L6T

L7 o8ed




W|II today’s truants
be tomorrow’s Post writers?

At Christmastime, the Daily Pantagraph
ran four stories about the problem of
truancy in junior high and high schools.
I'd like to play the flip side of those stor-
ies, and defend truancy. I'm a happy,
well-adjusted, adult sociopath (uppity wo-
man variety) for whom truancy was once
a way of life--and high school, a way of
death. .

I guess the people who end up writing and
discussing and analyzing the 'problem"
of truancy are not the people who exper-
ienced the profound alienation and disgust
that makes my heart sink at the very idea
of seating charts and lockers and grimy
bulletin boards and absence slips and his-
tory books no one could stbmach reading
and young frustrated ignorant teachers
throwing erasers and old frustrated hard-
ened teachers saying I hope you realize
this will be an unexcused absence. and you
will not be allowed to make up the work
you missed.

It was bad. Too many people, and too
many strange systems of enemies, and
friends who could at any minute be
enemies. Homework given as punishment

.for screwing up in class, exams given as

punishment for not doing homework, pun-
ishment given as punishment for nobody

passing the exams. Impossible reading
assignments given.as punishment for not
being able to read. The teachers would
forget what stage of punishment we were
at, and unable to admit chat they'd for-
gotten, they would show us a movie, any
movie, only the film would break, or
someone had stolen the bulbs out of all
the projectors, or we could barely see
the picture because they wouldn't turn
out all the lights for fear that someone
with a not-so-mysterious grudge would
slip a switchblade between their I'le in
the dark.

This was the education we missed when we
skipped out of high school. And yow're
kidding yourself to think it's any better-
today. It makes me want to puke to think
that anyone would try to pass off nine-

tenths of what happens inside those insti-}

tution walls as education in any decent
sense of the word. Maybe they learn to
sit * quietly under the Law, maybe they
leasn to bend and evade and haggle over
rules, maybe they learn to lie without
knowing they're doing it, maybe they
learn to die enough to enter the adult
world. 5

So the Pantagraph never even mentioned
that it's no goddamn wonder that the kids
would rather hang around, at almost any
risk, than sit in school. What's really a
wonder is that every junior high and high
school is not a smoking pile of rubble at
this very moment. Skipping out and
hanging around is a mild reaction, dig?

And maybe some of you can say that
just hanging around is a little deadly,
too. But I've grabbed my coat and run
for it in the middle of the day, and I've
heard those heavy high school doors
clang shut behind me. And the aroma of
an afternoon coffee in a downtown cafe,
the dirty exhaust of noon-hour traffic on
Chicago Street, the crowded smoky
interior of an old parked Ford--these
still smell like Freedom in my memory.

--Phoebe Caulfield

looks like a sleepy, serene
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let's look behind the scenes.

other look at Bloomington-Normal.
the Post-Amerikan.

For the next 12 monthly issues, send $3. 00 to Post-
Amerikan, P.O. Box 3452, Bloomington, L.

look again.

If you listen to the city fathers, the Pantagraph, the
civic boosters_ and the phony speechmakers, you
would think we lived in a 1930's Hollywood set. But
Each month since
April 1972, the Post-Amerikan has been denting
that cerene facade, printing the embarrassing truths
the city fathers would rather overlook.

community.

ENCLOSED IS $3.00 FOR THE NEXT 12 ISSUES. -
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